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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BEIRUT 6752 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN, PROP, LE, US 

SUBJECT: CBS TELEVISION INTEREST IN EMBASSY LIFE 

1 . CBS TELEVISION CORRESPONDENT DOUGLAS TUNNELL HAS 
APPROACHED EMBASSY TO DO "HUMAN INTEREST" STORY ON LIFE 
NOWADAYS AT U.S. EMBASSY BEIRUT. HE WOULD DO FILM CLIPS 

OF SNACK BAR, NEWLY OPENED AMERICAN DINING ROOM, WORKING 
AND LIVING CONDITIONS, ETC. WE WOULD, OF COURSE, PROTECT 
SENSITIVE ASPECTS OF EMBASSY OPERATIONS, SUCH AS STAFFING 
PATTERN, AND WE ARE CONFIDENT CBS WILL CREATE NO PROBLEMS IN 
THIS RESPECT. UNLIKE JOURNALISTS IN WASHINGTON, TUNNELL (WHO 
HAA BEEN IN BEIRUT OVER ONE YEAR) AND OTHERS HERE UNDERSTAND 
EXTRAORDINARY CONDITIONS IN WEST BEIRUT. 

2. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH CBS PROJECT MIGHT HELP 
DISPEL SOME GROSS MISUNDERSTANDINGS DISPLAYED BY 
U.S. PRESS IN DAILY DEPT BRIEFINGS, WE BELIEVE IT 
WOULD BE UNWISE FROM LOCAL POINT OF VIEW TO CALL 
ATTENTION TO EMBASSY OPERATIONS AT THIS TIME. IF 
DEPT CONCURS, WE PLAN TELL TUNNELL THAT WE ARE 
UNABLE TO AGREE TO HIS REQUEST FOR THE TIME BEING. 
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